AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



Claims 1-7. (Canceled) 



8. (Currently amended) A method for actuating a wheel brake assembly! , I n part i cu l ar 
an e l e ctrom e chan i ca l whee l brake assemb l y,] comprising the steps of (a) initially 
actuating the brake assembly in {the] a tightening direction to cause a brake lining to be 
pressed against a brake body to establish a quasi-static terminal braking state, then (b) 
I actuating the wheel brake assembly (10) for a brief period of time in [the] a release 
direction opposite to the tightening direction , and then (c) again actuating the brake 
assembly in the tightening direction, said brief period of time of the actuation in the 
release direction being selected to be so short that any reduction of the braking force 
is [ reduc e d, if at a il , only i mp e rc e ptibly] imperceptible . 



9. (Currently amended) A method for actuating a mechanical system involving friction 
and having a spring elasticity to increase a force exerted by the system beyond a force 
attainable in a [ quas i -st e ady ] quasi-static state, the method comprising the steps of (a) 
actuating the system for a brief period of time in [the] a release direction and then (b) 
tightened, the period of time of the actuation in the release direction being selected to 
be so short that any reduction of the force exerted is [ r e duc e d, i f at al l , on l y 
i mp e rceptib l y ] imperceptible . 



10. (Previously added) The method of claim 8 further comprising repeating steps (b) 
and (c). 
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1 1 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 9 further comprising repeating steps [(b) 
afld-fe)] (a ) and ( b ) . 



12. (Previously added) The method of claim 10, wherein steps (b) and (c) are repeated 
after a predetermined period of time after the onset of the re-tightening. 

13. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein steps [ (b) and (c) ] (a) and 
(b) are repeated after a predetermined period of time after the onset of the re- 
tightening. 

14. (Previously added) The method of claim 10, wherein steps (b) and (c) are repeated 
when the wheel brake assembly (10) comes to a stop upon re-tightening. 

15. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein steps [ (b) and (c) ] (a) and 
{b} are repeated when the system (10) comes to a stop upon re-tightening. 

16. (Previously added) The method of claim 10, wherein number of repetitions of steps 
(b) and (c) is limited. 

17. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein number of repetitions of 
steps [ (b) and (c) ] (a) and (b) is limited. 
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1 8. (Previously added) The method of claim 8 wherein said brief period of time during 
which the wheel brake assembly (10) is actuated in the release direction is defined by 
a travel distance by which an actuating element of the wheel brake assembly (10) is 
moved in the release direction. 

1 9. (Previously added) The method of claim 9 wherein said brief period of time during 
which the system (1 0) is actuated in the release direction is defined by a travel distance 
by which an actuating element of the system (10) is moved in the release direction. 

20. (New) A method for actuating an electromechanical wheel brake assembly having 
an electric motor, a brake actuator and means connecting the electric motor to the 
brake actuator for converting rotary motion of the electric motor into a translational 
motion, the method comprising the steps of (a) initially actuating the electric motor in 
a tightening direction to cause the brake actuator to be pressed against a brake body 
to establish a quasi-static terminal braking state, then (b) actuating the electric motor 
for a brief period of time in a release direction opposite to the tightening direction, and 
then (c) again actuating the electric motor in the tightening direction, said brief period 
of time of the actuation in the release direction being selected to be so short that any 
reduction of the braking force is imperceptible. 

21 . (New) The method of claim 20 further comprising repeating steps (b) and (c). 

22. (New) The method of claim 21, wherein steps (b) and (c) are repeated after a 
predetermined period of time after the onset of the re-tightening. 
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23. (New) The method of claim 21, wherein steps (b) and (c) are repeated when the 
wheel brake assembly (10) comes to a stop upon re-tightening. 




24. (New) The method of claim 21 , wherein number of repetitions of steps (b) and (c) 
is limited. 



25. (New) The method of claim 20 wherein said brief period of time during which the 
electric motor is actuated in the release direction is defined by a travel distance by 
which the electric motor is moved in the release direction. 
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